PSAE Percent of Students Who Meet/Exceed Cohort Comparison

The following line graphs show the improvement over time of the percent of students who meet or exceed expectations in reading, math, and science at Olympia High School.  Olympia’s performance was compared to those of schools with similar demographics, i.e. schools which have between 10% and 20% low-income students, have a student population between 500 and 800 students, are located in rural areas or outside major cities, and are 95% or more Caucasian.  Because Olympia runs on a four-block schedule, a separate line represents similar schools on a block-system and schools on a traditional schedule. In addition, a line representing the state’s overall performance is also plotted.
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(The year beneath each node represents the year in which the test was taken.  Thus 2006 represents students in the graduating class of 2007).

All data was derived from the Illinois Interactive Report Card web-site.

Notice that the slope of the line increases after 2004.  Students who took the PSAE in 2005 had experienced sustained silent reading one day per week for one year.  Students who took the exam in 2006, had experienced sustained silent reading one day per week for two years.  The school improvement goals of reading in the content area and critical thinking were initiated in 2004.
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Note that the male students outperformed their peers by a considerable margin beginning in the year 2005.  But, aside from a dip in 2004, they had outperformed their peers by a small amount.  The female students gains are important in that their performance was behind their peers in reading until the recent past.
As this graph suggests, the percent of Olympia students who meet or exceed expectations in mathematics has varied little over time but, except for a dip in scores in 2005, has remained slightly higher than the comparison groups.  The graduating class of 2007 showed a marked increase.  
[image: image4.emf]PSAE Mathematics 

% Meets/Exceeds

62

60

61

64

56

70

40

50

60

70

80

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Olympia

Math

Block

Math

Traditional

Math

State


Disaggregation by gender shows that there are two competing trends at work among the student population. While the percent of male students who meet or exceed expectations has slid down over time, the percent of female students who meet or exceed expectations continues to climb.  Hopefully the 2006 percentages are not a fluke, but an indication of a discontinuance of the unfortunate trend among male students.
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The percent of students who meet or exceed expectations in science has, as was hypothesized when Olympia developed its school improvement goals, mirrored the percentages in reading. However the increase over time is much larger.
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The strongest increase seems to be among male students. But there is growth among both genders.
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